Children & Youth Ministry
Resource Pack
__________________________

Easter 2018
1 April – 20 May
DATE

EVENT / THEME

Sunday 1 April

Easter Day

Sunday 8 April

2nd Sunday of Easter

Monday 9 April
(Transferred from 25 March)

The Annunciation to the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Sunday 15 April

3rd Sunday of Easter

Sunday 22 April

4th Sunday of Easter

Wednesday 25 April

St Mark

Sunday 19 April

5th Sunday of Easter

Tuesday 1 May
(may be observed 3 May)

Saints Phillip & James

Sunday 6 May

6th Sunday of Easter

Thursday 10 May

Ascension Day

Sunday 13 May

7th Sunday of Easter

Monday 14 May
(if not observed 24 February)

St Matthias

Sunday 20 May

Day of Pentecost

The Season of Easter
Background Information
Easter Day marks the beginning of fifty days of celebrating Jesus' resurrection. The final ten days begin on
Ascension Day where we celebrate Jesus' ascension into heaven. Finally, at the end of the fifty days, we
celebrate Pentecost (sometimes called Whitsun) when Jesus' disciples received the gift of the Holy Spirit.
This is often referred to as the birthday of the Church and is celebrated with parties and Whit walks
(processions through town).
The Easter Vigil is often the first service of Easter and sometime begins on the night of Holy Saturday (the
day before Easter Day) and, in Australia at least, even more frequently in the early hours of Easter Day. It
begins with a symbolic expectant waiting (usually outdoors around a fire) for the resurrection of Jesus on
Easter morning, and this is represented visually by a large Paschal or Easter candle, which is lit from the fire
and brought into a darkened church. This depiction of new life and light represents Jesus’ resurrection on
the first Easter morning. The congregation then light their own candles from the Easter candle,
representing their own new life as followers of Jesus, lived in the light of his Risen Life. The service will
often include an opportunity for all the participants to renew the promises made at their baptism. The
Easter Vigil ranges from times of quiet reflection (as we hear again of God’s saving work throughout
history) through to noise and excitement (with bell-ringing and other ways of ‘making a joyful noise’) as we
commemorate the Resurrection. It is a liturgy full of joy.
On Easter Day, Christians celebrate because Jesus, having died for our sins, rose again. On the third day
after being crucified, Jesus' tomb was found to be empty. He had risen from the dead. Life triumphs over
death! The joy of resurrection is possible only because Christ endured death and conquered it. Some
churches celebrate Jesus' bringing life from death by making and blessing an Easter garden. Throughout
Lent, churches are kept stark and bare, but on Easter Day, these same churches are decorated with flowers
and the sombre purple of Lent is replaced with celebratory white or gold. There is a real party feel to many
services with uplifting music and repeated alleluias (an exclamation of joyful praise). The eggs we give and
receive at Easter have many different symbols attached to them. They represent new life and some people
suggest that they resemble the stone at the entrance to Jesus' tomb.
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/lent-holy-week-and-easter

Attached Resources

DATE
Sunday 1 April
Easter Day
Sunday 8 April
2nd Sunday of Easter
Monday 9 April
The Annunciation to the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday 15 April
rd
3 Sunday of Easter
Sunday 22 April
4th Sunday of Easter
Wednesday 25 April
St Mark
Sunday 19 April
th
5 Sunday of Easter
Tuesday 1 May
Saints Phillip & James
Sunday 6 May
th
6 Sunday of Easter
Thursday 10 May
Ascension Day
Sunday 13 May
th
7 Sunday of Easter
Monday 14 May
St Matthias
Sunday 20 May
Day of Pentecost

WORKSHEETS & HANDOUTS
Annunciation Colouring Sheets
Good Shepherd Spinning Wheel
St Mark Colouring Sheet
12 Disciples Colouring Sheets
Grace Cube
Vine Prayer Template

Ascension Colouring Sheet
Worksheets and Colouring Sheet
-

Additional Online Resources
Worshipping with Children
Resources are available for a full three-year lectionary cycle, and include a huge number of ideas and
activities suitable for different ages. There is an index at this link- scroll down for Year B.
http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com.au/p/lectionary-index.html
Storypath
Storypath provides reviews and recommendations of children’s books that link with themes throughout the
lectionary cycle. This link gives a list of their Easter resources. http://storypath.upsem.edu/?s=easter

Leader’s Guide
Easter Sunday – 1/4/2018
Gospel (Mark 16:1-8)
The empty tomb
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices,
so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen,
they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the
entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already
been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the
right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But
go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he
told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
Suggested Activities
With young children:
-Hold an Easter Egg hunt. Afterwards, reflect on the joy and surprise that the disciples felt when they found
Jesus had risen from the dead.
-Paint or dye real eggs, or make paper decorations for use in the church throughout the Easter season.
Explore the traditional symbols for Easter - eggs, baby animals, flowers, sunrise - and help the children to
recognise that Easter is all about ‘new life’.
With adolescents:
-Spend some time reflecting on any Lent fasts or other disciplines the group may have undertaken. Focus
on any new learnings or personal growth.
-Share stories of new beginnings and fresh starts that the group has experienced, such as setting new
year’s resolutions, or mending broken relationships. Reflect on the tradition of Baptisms being held at
Easter, and how our own baptism and life of faith offers us a kind of new beginning.

Leader’s Guide
Second Sunday of Easter – 8/4/2018
Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary – 9/4/2018
Gospel (John 20:19-31)
Peace be with you
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
Suggested Activities
With young children:
-Teach the children about the Greeting of Peace and the Dismissal (Go in peace...) that is shared in
worship. Practice the words and actions together as a group, then have the children lead or actively
participate in these parts of the service next week.
-Make bubble wands and blow bubbles, remembering how Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit onto his
disciples. Keep these for use again at Pentecost.
With adolescents:
-Take inspiration from Thomas, who wasn’t afraid to express his doubts. Invite the group to share their
own questions about the Christian faith, then encourage them to find out some more information during
the week and report back. Seek information to provide to the group next week as well. Lisa Spargo at
ACYM is able to assist with providing information and resources: contact her at lspargo@perth.anglican.org

*Annunciation: colouring sheet (attached) and craft ideas at
http://www.asliceofsmithlife.com/2015/03/march-25-feast-of-annunciation-easy.html

Leader’s Guide
Third Sunday of Easter – 15/4/2018
Gospel (Luke 24:36-48)
Jesus appears to the Disciples
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he
took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it
is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things.
Suggested Activities
With young children:
-Following on from last week, have the children lead the Greeting of Peace and the Dismissal in this week’s
liturgy. Perhaps allow time for them to explain, in their own words, what these parts of the service mean.
-Make a special ‘Go in peace...’ banner to hang near the exit of the church building.
With adolescents:
-Follow up last week’s exercise, allowing each member of the group to share the information they found.
Share any insights you may have gained as well. Encourage the group to embrace some element of mystery
though, and explain that not all questions will have straightforward answers. Explore the notion of faith as
belief in things not easily proven or simple to understand.

Leader’s Guide
Fourth Sunday of Easter – 22/4/2018
St Mark, Evangelist and Martyr – 25/4/2018
Gospel (John 10:11-18)
Jesus, the Good Shepherd
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not
the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care
for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For
this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up
again. I have received this command from my Father.”
Suggested Activities
With young children:
-Make shepherd figures with paper and craft supplies (various patterns available online).
-Use the template (attached) to make a Good Shepherd spinning wheel.
-In addition to the Gospel reading, read the story of the Lost Sheep. Then, hide one or many toy sheep
around the church building and have the children help the Good Shepherd to find them all.
With adolescents:
-Draw on various Confirmation resources to explore the concept of discipleship. This may be a good
refresher for those already confirmed, or an encouragement to others. Facilitate a discussion about how
we can listen to God and follow God’s direction.
-With older adolescents, this may also be a good opportunity to explore vocation. The Church of England
has some great online resources: https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/vocations

*Saint mark: colouring sheet (attached)

Leader’s Guide
Fifth Sunday of Easter – 29/4/2018
Saints Philip and James, Apostles and Martyrs – 1 or 3/5/2018
Gospel (John 15:1-8)
The Vine and the Branches
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.
Suggested Activities
With young children:
-Show the children a real vine (if possible), or other suitable branch (if a vine is unavailable). Help them to
see that the small branches are all connected to the main vine. Explain how each branch needs to stay
connected to the vine in order to grow. Then, go back to the Gospel reading and show that we need to stay
connected to God, just like the branches on a vine, and explain that prayer is one way of staying connected
to God. Teach the children some prayers to memorise, or make grace cubes (attached) for use at home.
With adolescents:
- Offer a similar explanation as given above. Then, use the ‘Praying in Colour’ vine template (attached) as a
contemplative prayer exercise. Further information and other templates are available online at
www.prayingincolor.com

*Saints Philip and James: colouring sheets (attached) with the 12 Disciples. This could be used across the
year, perhaps colouring in each disciple as their feast day occurs. It could also be used to make cards for a
memory game, or to make a bingo game sheet.
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Leader’s Guide
Sixth Sunday of Easter – 6/5/2018
Ascension Day – 10/5/2018
Gospel (John 15:9-17)
Love on another, as I have loved you
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you.
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you
ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.
Suggested Activities
With young children:
- The key take-home messages for children are that they are loved unconditionally by God, and that God
loves everyone equally. There are numerous ideas online for craft activities that connect with today’s
reading, such as this one which focusses on the love God has for each individual:
http://www.sundayschoolkids.com/activities-love/1-valentine-pop-up-surprise-instru.htm
With adolescents:
-Facilitate a discussion around rules and laws, and why they exist in society, the Church and at home. From
there, you could look further at the 10 Commandments, and why God gave us these guidelines.
Alternatively, with older adolescents, you could explore aspects of ethical living and justice using
hypothetical scenarios.

*Ascension: colouring sheet (attached)

Leader’s Guide
Seventh Sunday of Easter – 13/5/2018
Saint Matthias – 14/5/2018 (if not observed 24/2/2018)
Gospel (John 17:6-19)
In the world but not of the world
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is
from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know
in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your
name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be
lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the
world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am
not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself,
so that they also may be sanctified in truth.
Suggested Activities
With young children:
-Invite the children to imagine what Heaven is like, where it is etc… Remind them that no-one knows for
sure, but that we know it is a safe, wonderful place. Tap into their imagination by having the children paint
pictures of Heaven. Invite members of the congregation to come and see their pictures, or have the
children share their picture and ideas in the service.
With adolescents:
-A similar activity could work quite well with adolescents, and even adults. Perhaps also explore the way
that Heaven is imagined in literature and film.

*Saint Matthias: worksheets for alternate ages, and colouring sheet (attached)

St Matthias : God’s Choice
The first act of the apostles after the Ascension of
Jesus was to find a replacement for Judas. With
all the questions, doubts, and dangers facing
them, they chose to focus their attention on
finding a twelfth apostle. Why was this
important? Twelve was a very important number
to the Chosen People: twelve was the number of
the twelve tribes of Israel. If the new Israel was to
come from the disciples of Jesus, a twelfth
apostle was needed. But Jesus had chosen the
original twelve. How could they know whom he
would choose?
One hundred and twenty people were gathered
for prayer and reflection in the upper room,
when Peter stood up to propose the way to make the choice. Peter had one criterion, that,
like Andrew, James, John, and himself, the new apostle be someone who had been a
disciple from the very beginning, from his baptism by John until the Ascension. The reason
for this was simple, the new apostle would must become a witness to Jesus' resurrection.
He must have followed Jesus before anyone knew him, stayed with him when he made
enemies, and believed in him when he spoke of the cross and of eating his body -- teachings
that had made others melt away.
Two men fitted this description -- Matthias and Joseph called Barsabbas. They knew that
both these men had been with them and with Jesus through his whole ministry. But which
one had the heart to become a witness to Jesus’ resurrection? The apostles knew that only
the Lord could know what was in the heart of each. They cast lots in order to discover God's
will and Matthias was chosen. He was now the twelfth apostle and the group was whole
again as they waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
That's the first we hear of Matthias in Scripture, and the last. Legends like the Acts of
Andrew and Matthias testify to Matthias' enthusiastic embrace of all that being an apostle
meant including evangelization, persecution, and death in the service of the Lord. How does
one qualify to be an apostle? Clement of Alexandria says that Matthias, like all the other
apostles, was not chosen by Jesus for what he already was, but for what Jesus foresaw he
would become. He was elected not because he was worthy but because he would become
worthy. Jesus chooses all of us in the same way.

Reflection Questions
Who does Jesus want you to become?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Have you ever felt like an afterthought, or a latecomer?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Have you ever resented someone new who was added to your group?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Try to see your community as not complete without the newcomer,
whether you or someone else. Welcome any newcomers to your parish,
work, or family community this week as someone chosen by God.

Information from http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5

St Matthias : God’s Choice

When have you been chosen for a special task?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

How did it feel to be chosen?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Leader’s Guide
Day of Pentecost – 20/5/2018
Acts 2:1-21
Love on another, as I have loved you
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there
were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we
hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another,
“What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing
with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this
be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and
smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s
great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Suggested Activities
With young children:
- Bring out the bubble wands made on the Second Sunday of Easter and remind the children that the
bubbles represented the Holy Spirit being breathed out like air. Involve the children again in the liturgy by
blowing bubbles during the Greeting of Peace and the Dismissal.
With adolescents:
- Ahead of time, prepare a dramatic reading of the Acts passage for presentation in today’s service. If you
have a large group, you may wish to have them prepare a skit, complete with costumes and props.
Alternatively, you could have one narrator, and others sitting within the congregation who join in with the
various spoken parts and make the sound effect of the rushing wind.

